Climate Heroes Podcast 4- Biodiversity
 Questions
1. What does biodiversity mean?
2. Name three types of living things included in biodiversity.
3. What are some examples of places where biodiversity exists?
4. Why is biodiversity important for humans?
5. What can happen if one part of an ecosystem disappears?
6. How do plants and animals depend on each other?
7. What is one way biodiversity helps provide for people’s needs?
8. Why is Ireland considered rich in biodiversity?
9. What is special about the Burren compared to other places in Ireland?
10. What type of landscape is found in the Burren?




11. How might climate change affect plants in the Burren?
12. What is one way climate change is affecting weather patterns mentioned in the podcast?
13. What job do biodiversity specialists do?
14. What do conservation rangers monitor in nature?
15. Why are bees important for biodiversity?
16. What is one action young people can take to help biodiversity?
17. Why is having a “messy garden” good for wildlife?
18. What example did the school give of helping wildlife?
19. What types of animals were mentioned as living on or near the school grounds?
20. What is one simple action everyone can take to protect biodiversity?





Answers
1. Biodiversity means all the different living things on Earth and the places they live.
2. Plants, animals, insects, fungi (any three).
3. Forests, oceans, grasslands, wetlands, schoolyards.
4. It provides clean air, water, food, and materials.
5. It can affect the whole ecosystem and cause it to become unbalanced.
6. They rely on each other for food, shelter, and survival.
7. It provides food, medicine, or clean air/water.
8. It has a wide variety of wildlife, including birds, bees, and plants.







9. It has rare plants and species living together in a unique environment.
10. A limestone, rocky landscape.
11. Plants may bloom earlier due to warmer temperatures.
12. Increased flooding.
13. They study plants, animals, and habitats and help protect them.
14. Species like orchids and insects, and how they change over time.
15. They help pollinate plants and grow food.
16. Recycling, saving energy, planting flowers, or supporting wildlife (any one).
17. It provides habitats and food for different species.
18. Creating wildlife gardens and putting out bird feeders.
19. Birds (like robins), badgers, foxes, hares (any of these).
20. Not littering, recycling, planting flowers, or respecting nature.




Suggested Activities 
 1. Build a Mini Ecosystem Model
Focus: Understanding how ecosystems work
· Students create a model ecosystem (forest, pond, garden) using drawings, boxes, or craft materials.
· Must include:
· At least 5 living things
· Labels showing how they depend on each other
· Extension: Remove one part and discuss what happens.
2. Pollination Demonstration (Bee Activity)
Focus: Role of bees in biodiversity
· Use powder (as pollen) and cotton buds (as bees).
· Students transfer “pollen” between paper flowers.
· Discuss how bees help plants grow food.
· Link to real-life importance for crops.
 3. School Biodiversity Survey
Focus: Observing local wildlife
· Go outside and record:
· Birds
· Insects
· Plants
· Use a checklist or tally chart.
· Back in class, create a graph of findings.
· Discuss how the school supports biodiversity.

 4. Plant for Pollinators Project
Focus: Taking action
· Students design a small garden plan with:
· Flowers that attract bees and butterflies
· If possible, plant seeds in school or at home.
· Track growth over time.
5. “Web of Life” String Activity
Focus: Interconnectedness of ecosystems
· Students stand in a circle.
· Each represents a part of an ecosystem (sun, plant, insect, bird, etc.).
· Pass a ball of string to show connections.
· Remove one student → observe how the “web” weakens.
6. Role Play: Ecosystem in Danger
Focus: Problem-solving
· Groups act out scenarios such as:
· Habitat destruction
· Pollution
· Show:
· The problem
· The impact
· A solution
7. Improve Our School Grounds
Focus: Real-life application
· Students explore school grounds and identify ways to help biodiversity.
· Ideas might include:
· Bird feeders
· Wildflower areas
· Bug hotels
· Present ideas as posters or short presentations.
 8. Creative Writing: “A World Without Biodiversity”
Focus: Reflection
· Students write a short piece imagining:
· No animals or plants
· Include:
· What life would be like
· Why biodiversity matters
9. Biodiversity Protection Poster
Focus: Awareness
· Create posters showing:
· Why biodiversity matters
· Actions to protect it
· Display around school.
 10. Data & Graph Activity
Focus: Maths integration
· Use results from biodiversity survey.
· Students create bar charts or pictograms.
· Interpret results and discuss patterns.

